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are, for the most part, quickly dissipated by reason and
reflection, a wise commander will rarely found his hopes
of success on them; and, perhaps, on this occasion, the
Spaniards scarcely deserve a severer censure for their
cowardice, than Drake for his temerity.

In one of these ships they found fifteen hundred bars of
silver; in another a chest of money; and very rich lading
in many of the rest, of which the Spaniards tamely suffered
them to carry the most valuable part away, and would have
permitted them no less peaceably to burn their ships; but
Drake never made war with a spirit of cruelty or revenge,
or carried hostilities further than was necessary for his own
advantage or defence.

They set sail the next morning towards Panama, in quest
of the Caca Fuego, a very rich ship, which had sailed four-
teen days before, bound thither from Lima, which they
overtook, on the 1st of March, near cape Francisco, and,
boarding it, found not only a quantity of jewels, and twelve
chests of ryals of plate, but eighty pounds weight of gold,
and twenty-six tons of uncoined silver, with pieces of
wrought plate to a great value. In unlading this prize
they spent six days, and then, dismissing the Spaniards,
stood off to sea.

Being now sufficiently enriched, and having lost all hopes
of finding their associates, and, perhaps, beginning to be
infected with that desire of ease and pleasure, which is the
natural consequence of wealth obtained by dangers and
fatigues, they began to consult about their return home,
and, in pursuance of Drake's advice, resolved first to find
out some convenient harbour, where they might supply
themselves with wood and water, and then endeavour to
discover a passage from the south sea into the Atlantick
ocean; a discovery, which would not only enable them to
return home with less danger, and in a shorter time, but
would much facilitate the navigation in those parts of the
world.

Eor this purpose they had recourse to a port in the
island of Caines, where they met with fish, wood, and fresh